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Background
•SBR is the regions’ common IT system with 

information about biobank samples

•The previous version of SBR needed to be 

upgraded

•2020 a Municipal Collaboration Agreement was 

signed between the regions’

•Biobank Sweden IT was created

➢ A dedicated in-house development team was 

recruited



Purpose of SBR

• Increase the usage of samples stored in the Swedish 

biobanks

•Make it easier to apply for access to biobank samples

•Make it easier to meet the demands of the Biobanks in 

Medical Care Act (traceability and consent 

management)

•Give biobank employees support in their 

administrative work



Timeline- milestones 

The development

starts

January 2021 September 2021 March 2022

First release of

SBR

First release of SBR 

Gateway for reserach

Historic information of

samples was mirged to 

our database

Further

development



First release of SBR
The first version of SBR was released in september 2021.

https://sbr.biobanksverige.se

https://sbr.biobanksverige.se/


An easy way to find samples

➢ We need an easy way to find samples

➢ Biobank samples can be useful in various

research projects.

To achieve that

We need to get information about biobank samples in 

SBR

The primary goal is to obtain information about samples

collected for healthcare and stored in the regions’ 

biobanks.



Connect LIS to SBR

• Laboratory information system (LIS)           SBR

• SBR may only contain information that is relevant for research or for 

the healthcare

• In 2022, we plan to connect our first LIS to SBR



Sample material

Information about samples in SBR

Localisation (if

applicable)

Sample ID

Consent

Registration date

Sampling date

Gender

Personal identifier

Information from LIS SBR 

Now
Migrated information 

from 

the previous version (14 

regions’) 

LIS Pathology/cytology

(17)

LIS Microbiology (1)

6,5-7 million samples

Coming
Information about

samples from 21 

regions’

LIS Pathology/cytology

(26) 

LIS Microbiology (24)

LIS other lab

disciplines*

Future

LIMS

*For example: Chemistry, genetics, virology, immunology

Some possibilities

• Find samples

• Connect to other

registries

• Tracebility of

samples



Release of SBR Gateway
for research  

The first step to find samples for research was to build a search

function that can answer a feasibility question.

We released our first search function in spring 2022, SBR Gateway for 

Research (SBR Ingång för forskning).

Link to the application: https://forskning.sbr.biobanksverige.se

Today, the search function only contains information about samples

from the previous version of SBR.

https://forskning.sbr.biobanksverige.se/




Further development

➢Connect LIS to SBR to get more information about samples in the system so the 

samples in the Swedish biobanks can be found and used.

➢Make the handling of consent matters from citizens easier for the biobank 

employees.

➢Make the process easier for the citizens to send in a consent matter to the 

biobank. 

➢Make the process easier for researchers to get access to samples for use in 

studies.



Agile working process

Need

Stakeholder Product owner Development team  

If the value to the stakeholder

is higher (heavier) then the 

cost, development begins



A useful product

• The development takes place in stages

• Feedback from the stakeholders

• Useful product in every release

First
release

Second 
release

Third
release



Thank you!
For further information:

Hanna.fransson@rbcmellansverige.se


